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Writing Prompt

Because of the NAFTA agreement, the Rio Grande Valley has seen an influx of eighteen-wheelers from Mexico. The United States has strict regulations on the weight that an eighteen-wheeler can carry, but these regulations do not apply to Mexican drivers. Should eighteen-wheelers from Mexico also be regulated if they travel in the United States? Proponents of this idea agree that it will be safer if Mexican eighteen-wheelers from Mexico are restricted to carry only certain weight. In addition, it is not fair for the American drivers who are restricted and thus earn less money. Finally, United States roadways are being torn up because eighteen-wheelers are carrying too heavy a load. On the other hand, people who oppose this idea think that the United States would be going against the trade agreement if we regulate Mexican drivers. Also, the United States does not have the right to dictate how much load eighteen-wheelers from another country should carry. Finally, eighteen-wheelers from Mexico can only get away with the heavier load in the extreme southern portions of the United States since the first weight station is not too far from the border. Your purpose is to write an essay of 350—500 words to the leaders of this area, arguing whether or not eighteen-wheelers from Mexico should follow United States regulations of cargo weight. Use logical reasoning and appropriate examples.

